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The profession of Clinical Laboratory Science is facing a dramatic workforce shortage nationwide. The current vacancy rate is estimated between 10-13%. To date Vermont has been insulated from the true statistics of the shortage as we have a 4 year Medical Laboratory Science program at the University of Vermont. This will not hold true as the average age of a Clinical Laboratory Scientist is 48 years old and the future retirement of this group is going to have a profound impact on laboratories throughout the state.


 In response to this information about the Medical Laboratory Science profession ASCLS-Vermont has taken the first step to introduce a licensure bill to the state of Vermont. The proposed bill includes a definition of Medical Laboratory Professionals which includes Clinical Laboratory Scientists, Cytotechnologists, Histotechnologists and Pathology Assistants. Members of all these professions, representing their local and national organizations, are active members of the licensure coalition team.  The decision to include other laboratory professions was made to present a unified coalition of laboratory professionals and underscore the importance of the work that is done by the laboratory as a whole.  The goal of the bill is to protect the scope of practice for these professionals and establish a minimum education requirement. In addition, licensure would raise the professional status of these professions and hopefully encourage individuals to enter the field in the near future.  
The licensure bill is in its infancy in the form of a Sunrise application submitted to the Office of Professional Regulation on June 22nd 2009. The application is currently being reviewed by the application committee who will ultimately decide whether it will make it to the legislative session in the fall of 2009.  A public hearing by the OPR is part of that review process and is expected to be scheduled before the end of September 2009. 
Your voice and that of your employees is very important as we go forward with this process. ASCLS-Vermont is committed to providing any relevant information needed to make a personal decision as to whether you support or oppose our efforts. Attached you will find a copy of the draft licensure bill, Sunrise application, an opinion poll and data collection sheet to help us take an accurate count of the number of Medical Laboratory Professionals currently in the state and a fact sheet answering the most commonly asked questions regarding the licensure process and its ultimate impact on those working in the profession. In addition, a Power Point presentation has been prepared to provide additional information regarding this initiative. We ask that you distribute this information to your staff and have them direct any questions to Dave McLane or a representative of their professional organization serving on the licensure coalition team.  A list of these individuals is included separately.  We very much would like to complete the opinion poll before August 20th, 2009.

Thank you in advance for your time and energy.











Dave McLane,  President ASCLS-Vermont

